
   

                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2010 
ANNUAL 
REPORT 

 
July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

850 Seventh Avenue, Suite 1101 
New York, NY 10019 

                (212) 582-1870   tel 
(212) 586-3291  fax 

www.network2020.org



   

 
 

Contents 
 
 
3  Mission Statement 
 
4  2009-10 Board of Directors and Staff 
 
5  Committees 
 
6  Letter from the President  
 
8  Lecture Series Program 
 
10 Entrepreneurial Diplomacy Program 
 
14 Financial Report 
 
24 Contributors 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                      
 

 



   3  

 
 
 

Bringing Tomorrow’s Global Leaders  
Together Today 

 
Ten years from now, when business leaders and policy 
makers from the United States and countries of pivotal 

concern for global peace sit down at the negotiating table, 
will they meet as strangers or as colleagues with a history 

of cooperation? 
 
 
Network 20/20 is an independent, nonprofit organization that helps prepare 
next-generation leaders in the U.S. to participate meaningfully in the 
promotion of entrepreneurial diplomacy, trans-national problem solving, and 
global sustainability. Our aim is to better understand on-the-ground realities in 
countries of pivotal concern for global peace and prosperity and to build 
bridges with our counterparts overseas. We do this by means of lectures and 
study groups here at home and field research overseas. The published research 
resulting from these trips is circulated to the U.S. government, private sector 
policy makers, and NGOs.   

Network 20/20 fills two major gaps in U.S. foreign policy: lack of 
participation and lack of serious input from civil society in general. We 
provide a unique forum for early and mid-career individuals to share and 
explore experiences and ideas drawn from the real world of private citizenry.  
 
Network 20/20 members are a diverse, talented, multilingual group of over 
200 rising young professionals from more than 30 different fields including 
finance, law, advertising, media, NGOs, think-tanks, government, and 
academia. They are Americans and foreign nationals from Africa, Asia, Latin 
America, the Greater Middle East, and the Caucasus. More than 80% are 
fluent in another language, 67% have advanced degrees, and 16% are foreign 
nationals living and working in this country. What draws them together is that 
they are all well-informed, motivated individuals who are committed to 
furthering America’s positive engagement with the world.  
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Letter from the President 

  
The global realities confronting the United States today are ominous and 
increasingly lie beyond the control of any one nation state. Today’s 
unprecedented transnational peace and security concerns are dominated by 
nuclear non-proliferation, instability in South Asia, global economic recession, 
violent drug cartels, flu pandemics, environmental degradation and climate 
change, and aggression in the Caucasus, Middle East and Korean peninsula. 
 
To confront these challenges, we are in need of leaders who can bring fresh 
thinking and offer imaginative solutions. We are in need of Network 20/20: an 
innovative organization that conducts lectures here at home and field research 
oversees in order to educate and develop a critical mass of dynamic next 
generation leaders, who will impact global affairs over the coming decades.  
 
This year, our well-attended lectures, roundtables, and briefings included Forces 
of Fortune: The Rise of a New Muslim Middle Class and What It Means for 
Our World; a screening and discussion of A Sea Change; Half the Sky: Turning 
Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide; and Lessons in Disaster: 
Vietnam and the Way Forward in Afghanistan. Highlights were briefings by 
Senior Advisor to Richard Holbrooke, Special Representative for Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, Vali Nasr; The Financial Times Chief Economics Commentator Martin 
Wolf; The New York Times Op-Ed Columnist Nicholas Kristof; UN Development 
Program Conflict Advisor Ferdinand von Habsburg; The New Yorker Staff Writer 
George Packer, and former Finance Minister of the Netherlands and Vice 
Chairman of Citicorp and Citibank, Dr. H. Onno Ruding.  
 
The centerpiece of our foreign policy lecture series was a conversation with New 
York Times Columnist Roger Cohen and Foreign Affairs Editor James F. Hoge, 
Jr.  In their discussion of Unnatural Enemies: The Iranian-American Impasse, 
Mr. Cohen and Mr. Hoge discussed whether the Iranian reform movement could 
potentially gain momentum against the regime’s military might and what the U.S. 
realistically could accomplish in the short term, given the current negotiations 
impasse with Iran. Mr. Cohen cited Tehran’s disinterest in joining the WTO and 
the diffusion of power centers in Iran as further impediments to Western efforts to 
move forward. 
 
Working with Network 20/20 members from Tehran who are studying in the U.S., 
those who have dual passports, and those who are Iranian-American, our 
organization is actively pioneering ways to build bridges with Iranian counterparts 
at the grassroots level and to continue to reframe Iran here at home. 
 
This past year, Network 20/20’s Entrepreneurial Diplomacy Program maintained 
a high level of interest in Pakistan, where its 2008 delegation interviewed 60 
leaders from different societal sectors and produced the benchmark report, A 
Different Kind of Partner: A Paradigm for Democracy and Counter-Terrorism 
in Pakistan. 
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To follow up on the recommendations of this report – which among other things 
called for strengthening Pakistan’s civil society by improving socio-economic 
conditions throughout the country – we sent a small delegation to Pakistan to 
launch an AID Watch/Trade Watch project to help ensure the success of the new 
U.S. $7.5 billion 5-year non-military aid program. Working from our prior 
experience in Pakistan, Network 20/20 identified a robust group of ‘best bet’ 
Pakistani NGOs and local language media with whom to collaborate to help 
monitor the effectiveness of the new U.S. aid. Their focus is on police reform, 
health, education, micro-credit, trade policy, and the expansion of democratic 
processes, as well as on communicating the importance of these issues to the 
Pakistani public and American policy makers. These Pakistani voices make 
recommendations to leaders based on grassroots realities and practical results 
rather than on spread sheets prepared in Islamabad or Washington, DC.   
 
Also this past year, Network 20/20 member Imtiaz Ali accompanied President 
Barack Obama’s Special Representative, Richard Holbrooke, to the displacement 
camps of peoples fleeing the internal conflict between the Pakistan Army and the 
Taliban. Since then, Imtiaz Ali has become a key outside advisor to the 
Holbrooke team. As a result of this trip, Ali was asked to testify before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Subcommittee on Near Eastern and South and Central Asian 
Affairs on the crisis of internally displaced people in Pakistan. Ali’s testimony 
served to emphasize the importance of effective local engagement by the U.S. in 
Pakistan.    
 
Looking ahead, our Entrepreneurial Diplomacy Program will focus on Lebanon, 
Syria, Qatar, and Morocco. Our Lecture Series will address topics like Cyber-
Terrorism and Other Transnational Threats to U.S. Security; The New Brazil: 
From Backwater to BRIC; and Is Obama’s ‘Reset’ of U.S.-Russian Relations 
Working? Upcoming briefings also include non-traditional topics such as The 
Tenth Parallel: Dispatches from the Fault Line Between Christianity and 
Islam, and The Nexus of Business and International Public Policy.  
 
In the coming year, Network 20/20 will use technology to improve connections 
and stimulate a vigorous dialogue among members, their international 
counterparts, and the interested public. Additionally, since our program has 
increased dramatically in our first seven years of operation, we plan to expand our 
dedicated and talented staff to help us better serve our multiple constituencies. 
 
My warm thanks go to our Board of Directors and to the steady hand of our 
Chairman, Geraldine Kunstadter, whose vision, sound judgment and unwavering 
faith in our future has brought us to this extraordinary point in such a short period 
of time. Thanks as well to the Committee of Twenty and International 
Committees for helping us in multiple, creative ways to further our mission.  

 
Patricia S. Huntington, Ed.D. 
President 
 
July 2010 
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Lecture Series Program 
 
Network 20/20 events include off-the-record briefings by leading experts on 
international affairs, conversations with seasoned analysts, breakfasts and dinners 
with diplomats and public officials, one-on-one sessions with civic leaders, 
roundtables on sustained topics including preparation for international trips, and 
networking events among its members. Briefings in FY 2009-10 included: 
 
September 15, 2009 – The Nitze Residence 
Robert Schlesinger, Deputy Assistant Managing Editor of Opinion, US News & 
World Report 
White House Ghosts: Presidents and Their Speechwriters 
with an introduction by Network 20/20 Advisory Council member Ted Sorensen 
 
September 24 – The Intercontinental Hotel 
Private lunch discussion with Iranian Parliamentarians Representing the 
Minorities hosted by H.E. Mr. Mohammad Khazaee, Permanent Representative of 
Iran to the UN 
 
September 30 – University Club 
Dr. H. Onno Ruding, former Finance Minister of the Netherlands and Vice 
Chairman of Citicorp and Citibank 
Current Financial Trends from a European Perspective  
 
October 6 – U.S. Trust Bank of America 
Screening of A Sea Change with award-winning director Barbara Ettinger and co-
producers Sven Huseby and Sue Cohn Rockefeller; introduced by David 
Rockefeller, Jr.  
 
November 2 – Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP 
Nicholas Kristof, Op-ed Columnist, The New York Times 
Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide 
 
November 18 – WilmerHale LLP 
Vali Nasr, Senior Advisor to Richard Holbrooke, Special Representative for 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, and Professor of International Politics at Tufts University  
Forces of Fortune: The Rise of a New Muslim Middle Class and What It Means for 
Our World 
 
December 14 – The Onassis Cultural Center 
Sustaining and New Members Event 
Cocktail Reception and Private Tour of the Exhibit “The Origins of El Greco: 
Icon Painting in Venetian Crete”  
Courtesy of Ambassador Loucas Tsilas and Mrs. Penelope Tsilas 
 
January 13, 2010 – WilmerHale LLP 
George Packer, Staff Writer, The New Yorker 
Interesting Times: Writings from a Turbulent Decade 
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January 20 – WilmerHale LLP 
Robert Lacey, Author and Journalist  
Inside the Kingdom: Kings, Clerics, Modernists, Terrorists, and the Struggle for 
Saudi Arabia 
 
February 9 - The Begley/Beane Residence 
Gordon Goldstein, Scholar of International Affairs  
Lessons in Disaster: Vietnam and the Way Forward in Afghanistan 
 
Wednesday, March 10 – The Kimmelman Residence 
Fredrik Stanton, Writer; Former President of the Columbia Daily Spectator; former 
election monitor in Armenia, Republic of Georgia, Bosnia, Kosovo, and Azerbaijan 
Great Negotiations: Agreements that Changed the Modern World  
 
Tuesday, March 16 – The Kunstadter Residence  
Ferdinand von Habsburg, Conflict Advisor; UN Development Program  
Disarmament and Conflict Resolution in Sudan 
 
Wednesday, March 31 - Kreab & Gavin Anderson 
Hugh Pope, Oxford-educated scholar of the Middle East; former Foreign  
Correspondent for The Wall Street Journal 
Dining with al-Qaeda: Three Decades Exploring the Many Worlds of the      
Middle East 
 
Friday, April 9 – New York Stock Exchange / Euronext 
Duncan Niederaurer, CEO, NYSE Euronext 
The Role of the New York Stock Exchange in the Global Economic Crisis and     
Its Aftermath 
 
Thursday, April 29 - Network 20/20’s Annual Foreign Policy Lecture and Benefit 
– The New York Racquet and Tennis Club 
Roger Cohen, The New York Times Op-Ed Columnist, and James F. Hoge, Jr., 
Foreign Affairs Editor 
Unnatural Enemies: The Iranian-American Impasse 
 
Wednesday, May 12 – HSBC/Halbis 
Martin Wolf, Associate Editor and Chief Economics Commentator, The Financial 
Times 
Crisis and Recovery: The Threat of Sovereign Debt 
 
Wednesday, May 19 – The Tozer Residence 
Mike Smith, Executive Director, UN Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive 
Directorate 
Terrorism – What Is the UN Doing About It? 
 
Wednesday, June 2 – The Residence of the German Consul General in New York 
Network 20/20 Member Book Discussion on Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into 
Opportunity for Women Worldwide by Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn 
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Entrepreneurial Diplomacy Program 

 
The global realities confronting the United States today are ominous, lying 
beyond the control of any one nation state.  Unprecedented transnational 
concerns include nuclear non-proliferation, economic recession, violent 
drug cartels, flu pandemics, environmental degradation, and climate 
change. 
 
To meet these challenges we need private sector leaders who can bring 
fresh thinking and offer imaginative solutions. Network 20/20’s 
Entrepreneurial Diplomacy Program pursues this goal through study, 
dialogue, and field research in regions of global security importance. We 
have had a special interest in building bridges with our peers in the Islamic 
world. Our mission is to build a broad, influential network of private 
citizens that will generate concrete, actionable ideas aimed at enhancing 
international security and prosperity.  
 
Since its founding in 2004, Network 20/20 has fielded two member 
delegations to Pakistan and two to Iran as well as delegations to Turkey 
and Poland.  Recommendations and findings from these pioneering trips 
were compiled into a series of widely circulated field research reports that 
have become “must reads” for public and private sector policy makers. 
Our reports are available on our website, www.network2020.org 
 
Pakistan 
 

2010 
 

Since Pakistan openly possesses nuclear weapons, there is a risk that 
failure of the state could result in extremist forces, including al-Qaeda, 
gaining access to the nuclear arsenal. In response, America launched a 
$7.5 billion 5-year non-military aid program in 2010 aimed at fostering 
social, economic, and political development, and building security in 
Pakistan: a country where social conditions have inculcated militant 
fundamentalism.  

In furtherance of the U.S. AID program designed to strengthen Pakistan’s 
civil society as a bulwark against Islamist extremist efforts to take over the 
government, Network 20/20 sent a small delegation to identify local 
resources that would help prevent corruption and support the new 
development program.  In the spring of 2010, based on our previous visit 
to Pakistan two years before, Network 20/20 delegates identified a robust 
group of “best practices” NGOs and local language media to monitor the 
effectiveness of the new U.S. development program.  
 
This Pakistani “AID Watch” group focused on the areas of police reform, 
health, education, micro-credit, trade policy, and the expansion of 
democratic processes as well as on the importance of communicating these 
issues to both Pakistani and American policy makers. Network 20/20 was 
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pleased to perform a facilitating role based on our prior field trip and the 
network of Pakistani private sector leaders we have established there. 
 
2008-9 
 

In May 2008, Network 20/20 sent a delegation to Pakistan seeking to have 
candid exchanges and to build bridges with our Pakistani counterparts. We 
aimed to acquire a better understanding of Pakistan and its views of the 
fight against terrorism and the danger of nuclear proliferation; gain insight 
into the impact of the temperamental nature of American-Pakistani 
bilateral relations; and make concrete recommendations at a time when the 
U.S. was pledging to strengthen its alliances across Pakistan’s society, not 
just with its military. 
 
In a 10-day trip to Pakistan, flanked by side trips to Afghanistan and India, 
Network 20/20 conducted more than 60 interviews in Islamabad, Karachi, 
Lahore, Peshawar, Multan, Rawalpindi, Kabul, and New Delhi. 
Interviewees represented a cross-section of the Pakistani community, 
ranging from government officials, members of parliament, military 
officers, university chancellors, and business executives, to religious 
leaders, radical Islamists, journalists, non-profit community organizers, 
scientists, entrepreneurs, and people on the street. Many people spoke 
English; Network 20/20’s Urdu-speaking members conversed with those 
who did not. 
 
Our resulting report, A Different Kind of Partner: A Paradigm for 
Democracy and Counter-Terrorism in Pakistan, was disseminated to 
public and private policymakers, diplomats, the media, NGOs, and U.S. 
presidential candidates. It was the first to highlight the fact that extremist 
cells are present throughout Pakistan, including in the Punjab, and not 
simply isolated to the tribal areas.  Other findings included that the vast 
majority of Pakistanis oppose fundamentalism, support democracy, and 
prioritize economic over security issues (in perceived tension with the 
U.S. foreign policy agenda).  Network 20/20 concluded that the U.S. must 
forge alliances with multiple constituencies and address the food and 
energy crises in Pakistan, in order to stem unrest and help stabilize the 
government. 
 
An additional impact of the field visit was that Network 20/20 delegate 
Imtiaz Ali was subsequently invited to accompany Special Envoy Richard 
Holbrooke when he toured the internal displacement camps of those 
fleeing the conflict between the Pakistani army and the Taliban in 2009.  
Holbrooke asked Ali to serve as local language media advisor and 
translator.  When he returned to the U.S., Ali testified before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Subcommittee on South and Central Asia on the 
previously unknown realities of internally displaced people in Pakistan. 
His firsthand reports were well received and emphasized the importance to 
U.S. policy makers of hearing from Pakistanis themselves. Ali remains a 
key advisor to the Holbrooke team, especially in regards to improving 
communication with local Pakistani media.  
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Iran 
 

2006 
 

In the fall of 2006, Network 20/20 members traveled to Iran to gain 
firsthand knowledge of, and build relationships with, the people of this 
important country. We discovered that the desire for increased contact is 
widespread in Iran, and recognized that more detailed understanding of 
Iranian politics, history, and current conditions is vitally needed if we are 
to effectively engage the significant strands of Iranian society that are 
open to establishing constructive relations with the United States. In two 
separate 10-day trips to Iran, Network 20/20 conducted more than 50 
interviews in six cities and several villages with a broad cross-section of 
Iranian society. Many interviewees spoke English; Network 20/20’s Farsi-
speaking members conversed with those who did not. 
 
We found that while nationalist sentiment was shared by Iranians across 
the political spectrum and was fueled by grievances over past American 
and British interference in domestic affairs, the interest in better relations 
with the U.S. remains strong. Iran’s nuclear program was largely viewed 
as a sign of national prestige rather than as a military strategy. While 
Western analysts saw an insurmountable division between “reformists” 
and “conservatives,” the reality was far more nuanced; alignments and 
ideology were fluid.  For instance, even Iranian Reformists objected to 
coercive U.S. diplomacy and the threat of military force. 
 
Our unique and unprecedented trip resulted in the groundbreaking report 
Reframing Iran: Views from the Field, which was widely disseminated to 
private and public sector leaders. Network 20/20 generated specific 
recommendations for the U.S. government, Congress, NGOs, media, 
universities, and private citizens. Chief among them was the need to 
reestablish relations with Iran. It also recommended that the U.S. help Iran 
accede to the WTO and called for more people-to-people exchanges. More 
than 100 copies were sent to members of Congress, on request. Translated 
into Farsi, the report was also circulated in Iran.  To date we have 
circulated more than 2,000 bound copies of this report. 
 
Turkey 
 

2004 
 

Network 20/20 chose Turkey as its first field study because of the 
country’s pivotal role in global security. Positioned between Europe and 
Asia, a member of NATO with a secular democratic heritage, close ties 
with Israel, and an independent foreign policy, Turkey was an apt location 
for discussions aimed at bridging the current gulf between the Islamic and 
Western worlds.  
 
By 2004, the American military effort in Iraq had triggered a surge of anti-
Americanism in Turkey and strained relations between the two 
governments.  The U.S. invasion had been deeply unpopular among Turks, 
a third of whom believed that the United States was the world’s greatest 
threat to global peace. In the spring of 2004, Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
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Erdogan had gone so far as to accuse the U.S. of terrorism in Iraq.  In 
short, after a half century of amicable relations, the ties between Turkey 
and the United States seemed to be fraying. 
 
A delegation of 10 Network 20/20 members engaged in 10 days of 
intensive meetings in Istanbul and Ankara with senior government 
officials, military officers, business leaders, journalists, scholars, Islamist 
activists, religious leaders and representatives from the nonprofit world.  
The comprehensive and heterogeneous set of interviews with persons not 
normally seen by Americans resulted in the report Talking Turkey: A 
Private Perspective on Public Diplomacy. In this report, Network 20/20 
made concrete recommendations for improving U.S.-Turkish relations, 
including the need to build bridges with civil society in Turkey. 
 
Poland 
 

2005  
 

In addition to field research in the Islamic world, in November 2005 a 
select group of Network 20/20 members traveled to Poland for 10 days of 
intensive discussions with senior government officials, journalists, 
business leaders, academics, and other influential Polish authorities. As 
has been the case with other field visits, members with local roots 
arranged for the delegation to meet with a wide variety of leaders not 
otherwise accessible to groups like Network 20/20.  
 
Members were eager to visit Poland for several reasons including the fact 
that, based on a recent poll, it was one of only four nations whose 
population on the whole expressed favorable feelings toward the United 
States.  Moreover, Poland, with its 40 million people, had a growing 
economy and was becoming the power house of Central Europe as well as 
a political and economic force in the European Union. 

As parliamentary and presidential elections both occurred in the fall of 
2005, Network 20/20 visited Poland at a critical moment in the country’s 
political history.  Our delegation’s findings were summarized in our 
report, Poland Beyond Solidarity: Defining New Priorities for Polish 
Domestic and Foreign Policy. This report was well-received by policy 
makers in the U.S. 
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